
Instructions for Downloading 203 PDF Lecture Slides

1.  You must have the latest version of Adobe’s Acrobat Reader:  Acrobat Reader 9.  Adobe has just produced a significant advancement in their Acrobat software program that allows, among other things, for video and audio to be included in PDF files.  PDF files have the advantage of being able to be read by all computers and system software.  This means these files can be read by both PCs and Macs, but both must have Acrobat Reader 9 to read these files.  These files, even the non-media parts, cannot be read at all without Adobe Acrobat Reader 9.

2.  You can get Adobe Acrobat Reader 9 in one of two principal ways.  One is to go to the Adobe website at adobe.com/downloads.  Click on the caption Adobe Reader on the top right hand of the page.  It will take you to the download for Adobe Reader 9.1 (currently a 44 mb download).  Then follow instructions for installing the free download.   The other is to purchase the whole program:  Acrobat Pro 9.  This can be done at the UW bookstore for a student discounted price of about $70.  The regular price is about $250.  This allows you to write as well as read these files and to do many more advanced things.  Pro 9 is by far the biggest advancement in this software in many years.  There are separate versions of the software for use on Macs and PCs, but the products produced by the software can be read by either computer system.  For Macs, you must have an Intel based Mac running 10.4 or higher to run this program.

3.  Very Important!  You need to download these to your desktop in order to use them properly.  This involves selecting the file by running your mouse pointer across the file name, right click and select download and save according to the instructions of your browser and computer.  On a Mac laptop without using a mouse, you select the file, then hold down the control key and select download the file.  These files include videos and audio, and are, therefore, quite large in some cases (just over a gigabyte in some cases).  At my office using the University network, it takes about 12 minutes to download a gigabyte.  

4.  Do not!  If you just click on the name of the file, it will start to load the file into your browser.  This takes longer and you cannot watch the video or hear the audio in the file by loading it in your browser (even with Acrobat Pro 9 installed on your computer).  In addition, after it is loaded in your browser, it cannot be retained after you shut down.  But if you download it to your desktop, you have the whole file including the video and audio, and you have it permanently.

5.  If your internet connection is not fast enough to make downloading these lecture slides feasible, you can go to the media center of the undergraduate library and check out data DVDs on reserve for this class (should be there by April 1) that include all the lectures in each of the three subsections of the course.  You cannot take these out of the library, so you will have to copy the files to your laptop, or you can take a flash drive of 4 GB or more and copy the files to your flash drive using one of the computers in the library.

