














Eur oamerican C olonists | mbi bed the P assion for Li berty
from the F ir st Americans

The | ndigenous in&uenc e
occurr ed mostly from
1600$1800 when the

Eur oamericans w ere in a
minority . Other in&uenc es
occurr ed in the 2oth

centur .
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Something was happenmg to English colonists who had become ac-
customed to the voice of authority through centuries of Tudor"?tuart,
and Plantagenet despotism, accustomed to taking orders, ba"(ed by
force, in the nursery and the schoolroom, in the workshop and the
field, in the choice of dress, mate, occupation, and creed. And what was
happening to these European colonists in the formative years of our

growth as a nation was happening in a land where whites were a small
minority. It was to Indian guides that European colonists had to go

to learn how to grow corn and tobacco, how to stalk or snare American
game, how to travel the Indian trails that laced the American wilderness.

And it was from these same Indian guides that European colonists

learned other lessons they had not dreamed of learning when, they left
the Old World.
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ace Artifacts,

Ideas are strange in that they ar hard td tr
like, pottery and projectiles, can be radiocarbon dated and

their relative age identified; but how does one date or trace
back ideas? This presentation has attempted to unravel and
lend a guiding hand in ascertaining the Haudenosaunee’s
perspective of the Great Law of Peace and the influence it
had on the founding fathers on what would become the

Constitution of the United States.
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Americanizing the European

by Felix Cohen
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" If American, '1gr1cultme/loday is predominantly Indian in its origin,

may not the saie—be Trae of less tangible aspects of the life that our
agriculture sustains? Consider, for example, the love of nature which is
institutionalized in our athletics, in our boy scout movement, and in
our vacation habits. In the Europe of Columbus, bathing was a sinful
indulgence. One of Queen Isabella’s first instructions to her agents who
sought to civilize the Indians in 1503 was: “They are not to bathe as
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frequcntlv as hitherto.” Less than 200 years ago 1t was a mlsdemeanor 1n
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IZurope of Columbus’ day, group athletic contests were prdctlcall) un-
known; and the color of white paste or swansdown was an essential part,
according to the poets, of the European aristocratic ideal of feminine
beauty. The millions of dollars spent every year by American vacation-
1sts, men and women, on resort beaches, acquiring the golden tan of an
Indian skin, is the best tangible evidence of the way in which the Indian’s
love of sun and water, of bodily beauty, cleanliness, and athletic prowess,
__in both sexes, has become a part of the American soul.
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