










The trip back to the Smithsonian raises many issues of 
power and persuasion, indoctrination and education, 
freedom and paternalism, and hegemony and 
autonomy.

Are the White people in this film really as nice, kind, 
respectful and generous as they appear to be?  Or are 
they really wolves in sheep’s clothing?
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Is this an attempt to empower Hopi youth to become 
scholars? Or is it a modern scheme of pacification 
wherein unsuspecting youth are overwhelmed by the 
vestiges of a hegemonic zeal to pacify and dominate.
Is this a secular form of missionization and cultural 
genocide?
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Is this any different than past attempts to pacify the 
Hopi by taking Hopi leaders to Washington, DC to 
overwhelm them with the trappings and vestiges of 
colonial power?

Tuesday, November 24, 2009



The Hopi high school student is forced to try to 
select one or the other of these positions, or is left 
to try to create a bridge across the chasms.  
Is it fair and reasonable to expect these high school 
students to choose between or bridge these chasms?
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Is it fair or reasonable to force the grandmother to 
choose between teaching her granddaughter at home 
or letting her granddaughter go with her peers on 
this trip?
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