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General Information

Course Focus:  The principal focus and/or experience in this class will be a journey in cultural exploration and empathy.  The course is designed to assist you, as much as it is possible in the context of an academic class, to walk in the moccasins of several Indigenous cultures and individuals of the Southwest, and to learn to see the world as they see it and to learn to experience the world as they experience it.  This will be done with both ancient cultures and contemporary ones.  The degree to which you are able to achieve this will largely depend on the empathetic effort you put forth.

Course Requirements:  There will be two exams and two papers. You must take the exams at the scheduled times unless excused for exceptional reasons.  The exams will be 40% objective and 60% essay exams.  That means typically 20 objective questions worth 2 points each, and 2 essay questions worth 30 points each. Some the questions may be based upon or involve visual images.  The exams will be based on the material presented in class, including lectures, videos and any guest presentations, and on the few assigned readings and videos. 

A brief (2-5 typed pages each) response to two autobiographies/biographies will be also be required.  Expectations for these will be presented on the first day of class and reviewed again at the end of the second week of class.  Do not email me for an explanation of this assignment. These responses may be turned in prior to their due dates.

Out of class Assignments:  The main out of class assignment is to read two of four possible bio/autobiographies.  The other out of class assignments involve reading a few articles and viewing some videos listed on the syllabus.   Assigned articles and videos are available on my website at garywitherspoon.com

The four biographies or autobiographies for the class are Zuni Man/Woman or Sun Chief for the first half of the course;   Papago Woman or Bighorse, The Warrior for the second half of the course.  These must be read and responded to in this sequence.  These are available at the bookstore. You will probably want to wait until you get to class to learn about these books before choosing the ones you want to read.

Videos, Films and Visual Presentations:  Required videos and classroom lecture slides will be available in PDF files both on my website and on DVDs on reserve at the Media Center in the undergraduate library.  Acrobat Reader 9 PDF files incorporate audio and video, and you will need to install Adobe’s free Acrobat Reader 9 to view these PDFs. Visuals constitute a vital part of the course, and questions regarding them will be on the exams.  Some of the major films or videos are listed in bold italics next to the lecture topics column in the course outline below. Most of these films will be shown in class, but you will also be responsible for audio/visuals incorporated in the lecture slides and topics covered in class even if only part of them are presented in class.  However, there are more lecture topics on the website and on the syllabus than we will have time in class to cover, so these lectures and incorporated media will not be on class exams.  Relevant announcements will be made in the week or so preceding each exam.

Grading:  Grades will be based 30% on exam one, 30% on exam two, 30% on the two responses to the autobiographies/biographies, and 10% on classroom participation and contributions.  A “W” grade will be given to those whose writing qualifies for it.

Classroom Presentations

Note:  Titles listed in Bold italics indicate a film or video.  Edited videos are shown with the instructor’s commentary in the context of classroom lecture slides and presentations.

Date:

Topic:





Required Readings or videos:

Tu  1/5
Introduction to the Course



 

Introduction to the Southwest



Th 1/7
Southwestern Archaeology


Tu 1/12
Pueblo History
 


Surviving Columbus 2hours

Th 1/14
Zuni
and Sun Dagger


Sun Dagger
 50m               



Tu 1/19
Hopi History & Culture I


“Emergence Narratives” pp.258-65 








(electronic reserve & website)




Th 1/21
Hopi History & Culture II
















 

Tu 1/26
Hopi History & Culture III

Hopi: Songs of the Fourth World








60m

Th 1/28
Hopi Cosmology &


The Hopi in Coming to Light  22m
The Snake Dance

Tu 2/2
Hopi Films & Prophecies


Ritual Clowns & Koyaanisqatsi 









20m


45m

Th 2/4    
The Chaco/Maya Mysteries

The Mystery of Chaco Canyon
45m








and the Mystery of the Maya
30m
Review for exam one after class & review of guidelines for response papers


Tu 2/9
2:30-3:20 Discussion of Sun Chief and Zuni Man/Woman  

Autobiography responses due at 2:30 (beginning of class)


Tu 2/9
3:30 – 5:00   Exam #1 


Part II

Th  2/11
Navajo History & Culture I

“Emergence Narratives” pp. 258-65.
Tu  2/16
Navajo History & Culture II

Emergence
18m





Th  2/18
Navajo History & Culture III 

Seasons of a Navajo Family 56m

Tu  2/23
Navajo History & Culture IV

A Weave in Time
25m



Th  2/25 
Navajo Social Organization

Return of Navajo Boy 55m

Tu  3/2
Navajo Cosmology and 


Witherspoon (1977) pp. 13-46.



Ceremonialism 



Witherspoon&Peterson, Chapter 1

Th  3/4
Apache  




The Sunrise Dance 23m








Geronimo and the Apache Resistance 








54m
Allan Houser  30m

Tu  3/9
Tóhono 'o'odham



The Border that Crossed Us 13m

Th  3/11
2:30-3:20   Tóhono 'ó'odham and








Review and Discussion of Papago Woman and Bighorse, 



The Warrior  (Responses due at the beginning of class 2:30)

Th  3/11
Exam #2  3:30-5:00

Autobiographies/Biographies

Bighorse, Tiana.  Bighorse the Warrior, University of Arizona Press (1990)

Roscoe, Will.  Zuni Man/Woman, University of New Mexico Press (1991)
Simmons, Leo  Sun Chief, Yale University Press (1942)

Underhill, Ruth.  Papago Woman, Waveland Press (1979, original 1936)





Relevant Readings
Witherspoon, Gary.  Language and Art in the Navajo Universe, 

Univ of Michigan Press (1977).

Witherspoon, Gary and Glen Peterson  Dynamic Symmetry and Holistic Asymmetry 

in Navajo and Western Art and Cosmology  Peter Lang Publishers (1995).

Witherspoon, Gary “Emergence Narratives” in American Indian Religious Traditions: 


An Encyclopedia (electronic reserve and on website), pp. 258-65.

