
AIS 203, Exam One, Spring, 2006

I.  Where there is not enough space, you may write your answers 

in your green/blue book.  Be sure to label correctly. 2 points each.

1.  __________________ is a site where a pyramid greater in base than any pyramid in Egypt was constructed, and is the site where there was the largest collection of pyramids ever constructed in any one place anywhere in the world.

2.  __________________ means “the place of the Mexica” in Nahuatl.

3.  ____________________________ is the author of the following statement:  "It is inappropriate logically and ethically to use theories of one culture, based on its presuppositions and its epistemology, to study, analyze, and interpret the comprehensions and truths of another cultural world, which is constructed out of a different set or presuppositions and built on a different body of historical experience and collective thought."

4.  The Atlantic Monthly article titled "1491" written by Charles Mann concludes that (1) the Americas were more populous than Europe in 1491, (2) that Indians were behind Europeans in the invention of the wheel, (3) that Indians were more advanced in farming than Europeans, (4) that Indians had cities larger than Paris and London, (5) all of the above, (6) none of the above, (7) all true except 4 above.  

5.  The ___________________ were sacred places reserved for ritual performances and for the retelling and reenacting of sacred history, symbolically returning the people to their origin in the womb of Mother Earth (from Emergence Narratives in your assigned readings).

6.  The Zuni migrated for 800 years in the Southwest in search of what?

7.  When Andy Tsinahjinnie escaped from boarding school at 8 years of age, he was guided and aided in his journey home by (1) an older classmate; (2) his horse; (3) his spirit guide; (4) a bear; (5) Kit Carson.

8.  The Anasazi spiral on Fajata Butte marks: (a) the summer solstice, (b) the winter solstice, (c) the 18 1/2 year lunar cycle, (d) the equinoxes (e) all of the above, (f) all of the above except for (d).

9.  In the film The Mystery of Chaco Canyon, what did they suggest was the purpose of a 35 mile road to the north from the central canyon area (with parallel routes each 30 feet wide like our modern freeways)?

10.  In the film The Mystery of the Maya, what was burned and destroyed as the work of the devil?

11.  In the Popol Vuh, what did the Hero Twins become after their successful 

exploits in the underworld?

12.  How many days or years is 13 baktuns?

13.  What was the motivation of the people of Chaco Canyon to construct their large villages and ceremonial centers in perfect symmetrical relationship with each other and with the cycles of the sun, the moon and the earth?  

14.  The Mayan calendar known as the Long Count began its five cycles of creation in the approximate Western calendar year of (1) 400 BC; (2) 900 AD;  (3) 3114 BC;  (4) 18,490 BC;  (5) 2012 AD.

15.  What astronomical alignments conjunct at the time of the winter solstice in the year 2012 AD?

16.  What did Mexican scholars find under the pyramid of the sun at Teotihuacan?

17.  Briefly describe the impact of De Soto’s expedition across the US southeast in the 16th century?

19.  After the initial betrayal of Moteuczoma and the conquest of the Mexica, the Mexica forced Cortez and company out of Mexica terrritory for several years.  Why was Cortez able to return and eventually conquer the Mexica? 

20.  The ______________ were the predominant nation in the valley of Mexico between the end of Teotihuacan and the rise of the Aztecs.

II.  Long Essay (30 points each):  Answer question one and one of the next three questions (2 thru 4):


1.  American History: A Survey was a standard high school American history textbook published in 1987 and used into the 1990s.   This textbook was written by three prominent scholars.  It describes the Americas before Columbus as "empty of mankind and his works," saying that "the story of Europeans in the New World is the story of the creation of a civilization where none existed."  Describe how accurate or inaccurate you think this statement is.  Support your position with facts and information garnered from the readings, lectures and videos, as well as any other sources on this topic.   Consider yourself taking a position in a debate on this issue.  

2.   What is significant and different about Southwest Indigenous histories or genesis narratives in contrast to Western histories and origin accounts?   How should the Indigenous narratives be approached in order to attain a better understanding of them?

3.  What are the main reasons for or causes of the inaccurate information the Western world has on the early cultures of central America and the valley of Mexico (both today and in the past 500 years)?  Identify and elaborate.

4.  From the abandoned villages of the Anasazi to the large city states of the Maya and the other peoples of greater Southwest, there was a consistent pattern of major cities and ceremonial complexes “collapsing” or being abandoned at their apparent height of construction and influence.  This happened many times over a three thousand year period.   Archaeologists have either speculated about environmental, economic or political causes for these “collapses” or they have just considered these “collapses” mysteries.  How else could this phenomenon be better understood and/or explained? 


