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Focus and content:  AIS 203 is an introduction to American Indian Studies with an emphasis on ideas, philosophy, visual imagery and aesthetics.  The course will begin by reviewing human history and cultural development in North America, and by looking at how Indigenous peoples and cultures were subjected to destructive physical violence, deadly diseases and cultural imperialism.  In this context, we will look at how Indigenous peoples and cultures have survived and how the Indigenous peoples of North America have impacted both the invading Europeans and the rest of the world.

We will then explore in detail the philosophical universes of two specific First Nation cultures: the Iroquois and the Lakota.  A special and important focus of the course will be also be on how the evolution of Second American culture was influenced by the cultures, models and teachings of First Nations peoples.  We will also explore Jack Weatherford’s perspective that European colonists in the Americas did not simply transplant European culture to the Americas, but in fact grafted European culture upon Native Roots. 

Although all humans occupy the same globe, they live, think and act in very different worlds.  These worlds are imaginatively formed, culturally learned and symbolically communicated. The realities that exist in traditional American Indian societies are very different from the realities found in the Western world.  First Nations arts, histories and ceremonies must be seen and understood in terms of the cultural contexts in which they were created and in which they express meaning, feeling and form.

For example, in most First Nations cultures, art and music are not viewed as marginal, unessential or extracurricular.  Instead, art and music are viewed as mainstream and as a central core to the way of they see the world and see themselves in the world.  Indigenous philosophies of art generally place emphasis on creation rather consumption, production rather than preservation, and design rather than display.  It is the act of creation that is essential to being human in these cultures.

Requirements:  Three exams weighed equally.  Exams will be a combination of long essay, short answer, fill in the blank, and objective questions.   Exams must be taken when given unless there are emergencies involved.

Grades:   Grades will be based 30% on each of three midterm, non-cumulative exams.  Some bonus credit will be given for classroom participation and contribution.  Bonus credit is also given to answers to essay questions that are deemed especially outstanding.

Resources:  All assigned readings are from listed texts, or are available at my website garywitherspoon.com or on electronic reserve at the website of the undergrad library.  Shorter articles are on electronic reserve and can be downloaded to your desktops.  I also  have readings and class lectures posted on my website at graywiutherspoon.com.  The two principal texts are available at the bookstore:  Jack Weatherford’s Native Roots and Neihardt’s Black Elk Speaks. Only Black Elk Speaks will be read in its entirety.  Jack Weatherford’s other book Indian Givers is also recommended.  Films and videos on the syllabus are listed in bold italics.  Copies of the major videos used in the course will be on reserve at the Media Desk on the mezzanine of the undergrad library, as well as posted on my website.

a and b sections on the same date indicate topics for the first and second class hours on a single day. 

Introduction

Wa 4/1
Introduction I:  My cultural encounters among the Diné in the 1960s

Wb 4/1
Introduction II: North America before1491:  Hopi and Zuni
Readings Witherspoon:  Dynamic Symmetry and Holistic Asymmetry in Navajo and Western Art and Cosmology, pp. 77-82, (Intro to Part Two). 

(website)

Fa  4/3 
Introduction II continued: Indigenous history and culture in the early 

                    American Southwest
Witherspoon: Emergence Narratives in American Indian Religious Traditions:  An Encyclopedia (2005:258-265). (website)
Fb  4/3
 Introduction II continued: The Sun Dagger   
Readings:  Charles Mann "1491", The Atlantic Monthly, March 2002, pp. 41-53. (website) 

Wa  4/8
Introduction II continued: The Anasazi of Chaco Canyon 



The Mystery of Chaco Canyon

Wb  4/8
Introduction III:  The Maya


Readings:  Native Roots, pp. 1-18.

Fa  4/10
Introduction III continued:  Mayan history and cosmology



The Mystery of the Maya

Fb 4/10
Introduction III continued:  Mayan Calendars, Writing & City States



Mayan Legacy:  the Burden of Time 



Readings:  Native Roots, pp. 89-107. Suggestion: View the Popol Vuh 
Wa  4/15
Introduction IV:  The Valley of Mexico 600AD-1600 AD: Toltecs &Aztecs


The Invasion of Mexico by Cortez

Wb 4/15
Introduction V:  Taino, Cahokia and the Peoples of the US Southeast


Invasion of the American Southeast by DeSoto

Readings:  Indian Givers, Chapters 12&14, pp. 217-233, 249-255. (website)

Fa 4/17A     Conclusion:  Cultural Encounter of the Third Kind

Fb 4/17B
Review of Section I

W  4/22
Exam One.  You will have to 6:00 to finish the exam if necessary.
The Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Universe and Impact on Second American Culture

Fa 4/24a
Iroquois I: Social and Political Institutions and Philosophy 

Readings:  Native Roots, pp. 195-233.  
Fb 4/24b  
Iroquois II: Ritual, Agricultural and Sports Culture
Gannagaro: A Seneca Town of Peace

Readings: Native Roots, pp. 252-270.

W 4/29 
Impact I: Iroquois and First Nations Impact on Second American and Global Sports 

Readings: Indigenous American Origin of the Global Ball Games and Team Sports (to be made available, not finished at the moment)
F 5/1a
Impact II:  First Nations Impact on Global Agriculture and Cuisine.
Readings: *Indian Givers, pp. 79-115, chapters 5-6 (website) 

F  5/1b
Impact III:  Iroquois and the First Nations Impact on Second American Political Institutions and Philosophy

Readings:  *Indian Roots of American Democracy, pp. xi-xvii (foreword), 13-17, 28-34, 40-48 (on electronic reserve).

Assignment:  See Broken Chain online and on reserve in media center.

W 5/6:    
Impact IV:  Native Pragmatism.  Iroquois and First Nations impact on the evolution of the Second American philosophy of pragmatism.


Native Pragmatism pp. xi-xviii (introduction) by Scott L. Pratt, Indiana University Press (electronic reserve)

Indian Givers, pp.133-150, chapter 8, Founding Indian Fathers (website)

F 5/8

Impact V:  Paradigm Reversal and Intellectual Mining

Readings:  Felix Cohen The Legal Conscience, pp. 315-327 (website)

W  5/13
Exam Two.  You will have to 6:00 to finish the exam if necessary.
The Lakota (Sioux) Universe
Fa  5/15  
Lakota I:  Introduction and the Concept of Wakan Tanka


Video: Eyanopapi: the Heart of the Sioux
Fb  5/15
Lakota II:  The Vision Quest



Readings:  Black Elk Speaks, pp. 1-60 (chapters 1-4);



pp. 162-212 (chapters 14-18).

W 5/20
Lakota III:  The Sundance

DeMallie, Sioux Indian Religion, pp. 25-43, 75-89 (website)

F 5/22a
Lakota IV:  History.  Crazy Horse and Custer meet at the Little Big Horn 



Readings:  Black Elk Speaks, pp. 47-123, chapters 5-13.    

F 5/22b
Lakota V:  History.  The Lakota in the 20th Century

Video:  The Spirit of Crazy Horse
Readings:  Black Elk Speaks, pp. 213-274, chapters 19-25.

W  5/27  
Black Elk I: His Grand Vision and Its Impact on Second Americans



Readings:  Black Elk Speaks, Introduction and Preface.

F  5/29   
Black Elk II: His Grand Vision and Its Impact on First Americans


W 6/3:
Black Elk II continued:  Wiping Away the Tears of Seven Generations    

                  Review for Exam 3
F  6/5:
Exam Three. You will have to 6:00 to finish the exam if necessary.
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Relevant Documentary Films and Videos

The Power of Myth, PBS

500 Nations

The Spirit of Crazy Horse, PBS

The Mystery of the Maya, CBC and Mexico

Mayan World

Maya Lords of the Jungle

Legacy Program 5  Central America: the Burden of Time

The Mystery of Chaco Canyon, Bull Frog Films

The Sun Dagger, Bull Frog Films

Wiping Away the Tear of Seven Generations

Surviving Columbus, PBS and United Pueblo Council

Allan Houser, A film by Phil Lucas

More than Bows and Arrows, Cinema One

River People (David Sohappy and the Conquest of the Columbia)

Popol Vuh, Mayan Story of Creation

Gannagaro, A Seneca Town of Peace (Alexandra Lewis-Lorentz)

Eyanopapi:  The Heart of the Sioux (Phillip DeLoria)

Voices of the West  (Interview with N. Scott Momaday))

Coming to Light (by Anne Makepeace about Edward Curtis)

Diné Weaving (Arlene Nofchissey and Gary Witherspoon)

Incident at Oglala (narrated by Robert Redford)

A Matter of Promises: Onondaga (narrated by N. Scott Momaday)
Relevant Commercial, Feature-Length Films 

Dances with Wolves

Broken Chain (required viewing for 4/27)
Thunderheart

The Education of Little Tree

Son of the Morning Star

Jim Thorpe – All-American

Spirit (a feature length animation about the history of the West through the eyes of a horse named Spirit and a Lakota boy – parallels Black Elk Speaks)

